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Background
The Utah Department of Transportation (UDOT), in partnership with Summit County, is
preparing an Area Plan (the Kimball Junction and S.R. 224 Area Plan) to develop and evaluate
existing and future transportation needs at the interchange of Interstate 80 (I-80) and S.R. 224
and through the S.R. 224 corridor from Kimball Junction to Deer Valley Drive/Empire Avenue
near Park City, Utah. The current study emphasis is the I-80 interchange and the two at-grade
traffic signals at Ute Boulevard and Olympic Parkway, which are close to the interchange. The
recommended solutions will be phased, and potential funding mechanisms will be identified.
With this study, the project partners (UDOT and Summit County) wish to accomplish the
following:
•
•
•
•
•

Create a community vision for improvements that address the problems and opportunities.
Identify mobility problems and opportunities at the Kimball Junction area.
Determine short-term and long-term transportation solutions for the Kimball Junction
area.
Position the corridor for successful and streamlined implementation of improvements.
Generate an environment of collaboration and communication between the project
partners that lasts beyond the timeframe of the study.

The following status update has been assembled by the study team and includes live links to
previously completed memos, for reference.
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STUDY INFORMATION
JANUARY 2020
STUDY OUTLINE AND OUTCOMES TO DATE

STUDY OVERVIEW

The following steps and outcomes that have been developed throughout
this study are outlined below. Please click on the box to be taken to the
full document.

Together, UDOT, Summit
County, and Park City
are conducting a study to
evaluate
capacity,
mobility, and multimodal
transportation solutions
at the interchange of I-80
and S.R. 224 and the
surrounding areas. Once
the study is complete, the
Area Plan will provide a
set of solutions that
will move on for a more
detailed
environmental
study and identification of
potential
funding
mechanisms
for
implementation.

Create Guiding Themes and Goals, Seek Community
Input
Develop guiding themes and goals to describe what the
transportation problems are in the Kimball Junction area and what
solutions can address the problems.
Solicit public input on the themes, goals, problems, and
opportunities during an online public survey.
View the summary of public comments

Develop Screening Criteria and Potential Capacity
Improvements and Multimodal Solutions
Develop screening criteria based on community input and refined
goals, problems, and opportunities.
Identify and develop short- and long-term capacity improvements
and multimodal transportation solutions, based on the problems
and opportunities in the study area and public comments.
View the alternatives definitions and screening tech memo

Level 1 Screening
Evaluate more than 30 alternatives using qualitative analysis and
fatal-flaw assessments.
Dismiss alternatives that do not meet study goals or address
problems/opportunities from further study.
View the alternatives definitions and screening tech memo

Level 2 Solution Screening and Community Input
Conduct in-depth evaluation including traffic analysis, high level
environmental screening and transit/active transportation
examination on the four alternatives that met Level 1 screening
criteria.
Solicit community input on remaining solutions.

Complete Area Plan and Provide Alternative
Recommendations
for
Further
Study
and
Implementation

The Area Plan has
incorporated
public
comments
to
better
identify the solutions for
the community.

CURRENT ACTIONS
The study team is
currently working a more
detailed analysis of the
solutions
that
have
moved
forward
from
Level
1
Screening
including detailed traffic
analysis, assessment of
multi-modal
strategies,
and Newark high-level
environmental screening.
Descriptions and the
benefits
of
each
alternative based on
Level 1 screening are
included in this packet.

ALTERNATIVE 1
Tight-Diamond Interchange with Texas U-Turns and One-Way Frontage Roads
Approximately 50% of interchange traffic uses Kimball Junction to access commercial, residential, and
recreational locations. A tight diamond interchange with Texas U-turns and half-diamond interchanges on
opposing sides interconnected by one-way frontage roads will distribute interchange traffic. The two halfdiamond interchanges on opposing sides of S.R. 224 will provide direct access to Kimball Junction. The
one-way frontage roads along I-80 will further disperse traffic and provide easier access to residential and
commercial locations. Also, a pedestrian tunnel at Ute Boulevard and intersection improvements along
S.R. 224 are proposed to move all users more efficiently through the area.

Benefits
•
•
•
•

The new half-diamond interchanges will provide direct access to Kimball Junction.
One-way frontage roads separate local traffic.
One-way frontage roads provide new access points into Kimball Junction on the south side of I-80.
Half-diamond interchange west of the S.R. 224 interchange will add I-80 median access ramps to and
from the west for transit/high-occupancy vehicle (HOV)-only use.
• Optional transit/HOV-only ramps are included in this alternative.
• Pedestrian tunnel proposed under S.R. 224 at Ute Boulevard (similar to the existing tunnel at Olympic
Parkway) to increase connectivity and comfort.

ALTERNATIVE 2
Transit/HOV-Only Bypass Road Concept
A transit/high occupancy vehicle (HOV)-only bypass road through the interchange’s southwest quadrant
to offer an alternative route for transit and HOV vehicles traveling to and from I-80.
Based on past traffic counts, HOVs make up approximately 20% - 30% of traffic in the peak direction of
flow during both morning and afternoon travel periods. This alternative will relieve some of the traffic that
currently uses the Kimball Junction interchange and improve travel times and mobility for drivers traveling
west of S.R. 224.

Benefits
• The alternative offers a bypass for transit and HOV vehicles between the Ecker Hill park and ride lot
and the Kimball Junction Transit Center.
• Center-median exits from I-80 will be available to transit and HOV vehicles only; non-HOV users will
not have access to the bypass.
• This alternative will not substantially increase traffic on the roundabout at the Ecker Hill park and ride
lot
• A new connection and possible traffic signal added at Bear Cub Drive to serve S.R. 224 south of
Kimball Junction.
• Resort shuttles and school buses will potentially use this bypass.
• Will directly benefit local Park City Transit routes 6 and 7, as well as UTA’s Park City–Salt Lake City
Connect bus service.
• Will run along the eastern edge of the Hi-Ute conservation easement with the least amount of
encroachment onto the easement as possible.
• The Millennium Trail will be reconstructed on the west side of the bypass road and a new pedestrian
crossing included at the northern end of the bypass road.

ALTERNATIVE 3
Grade-Separated Intersections with Alternate Connections to the I-80 Interchange
Traffic analysis shows that increased travel times are related to the lack of capacity of the intersections at
Ute Boulevard and Olympics Parkway on S.R. 224. Grade-separated intersections at Ute Boulevard and
Olympic Parkway with a braided ramp concept will help separate local and through traffic in the area.
Northbound S.R. 224 remains at or close to its current location horizontally but will be depressed below
the surface streets through Kimball Junction. Ramps would diverge from S.R. 224 south of Olympic
Parkway to create a one-way frontage road system. Olympic Parkway and Ute Boulevard would tie into
the frontage system at intersections, crossing over S.R. 224 on bridges.
Vehicles heading northbound from S.R. 224 to I-80 eastbound will pass underneath Ute Boulevard bridge
and exit on the right. The ramp will go underneath the northbound frontage road in a tunnel before
climbing up to existing grade on the east side of the frontage road. Vehicles heading northbound on the
frontage road to I-80 westbound will have a curb or barrier-separated left-turn lane and a through lane.

Benefits
• Vehicles on mainline S.R. 224 will connect directly to and from I-80 while ramps will provide a bypass
and maintain or improve east-west connectivity on Olympic Parkway and Ute Boulevard
• Braided ramps will provide separated turn lanes to eliminate traffic weaving in the short distance where
the frontage road and S.R. 224 are at the same elevation.
• Vehicles on the new S.R. 224 frontage roads will have full access to turn onto Olympic Parkway,
Newpark Boulevard, and Ute Boulevard to access the surrounding businesses and will have full access
to I-80 using the braided ramps.
• Braided ramps will allow direct but separated connections to I-80 from mainline S.R. 224 and the
frontage roads.
• By depressing the roadway through Kimball Junction there will be fewer visual impacts.

ALTERNATIVE 4
Phased Implementation of Short-Term Solutions
Combines the short-term alternatives that passed Level 1 screening in order to provide a solution that can
be built incrementally, including improving traffic flow at existing facilities and adding active transportation,
transit, and HOV amenities.

Individual Short-term Components
D-1

Expand I-80 eastbound off ramp for transit/HOV only. Triple northbound left turns at I-80
interchange.
D-7
Dual
left
turns
at
Ute
Boulevard
and
Olympic
Parkway
*A variation would be an outside northbound left turn lane at Olympic Parkway, which would
be used by HOV/transit vehicles only
D-9
Add an additional northbound left turn lane at the existing interchange for transit/HOV
D-10 Pedestrian tunnel under Ute Boulevard
D-11 Northbound lane widening on S.R. 224 from Olympic Parkway to Ute Boulevard
D-12 Southbound lane widening on S.R. 224 from Olympic Parkway to Ute Boulevard
*A variation would be to widen for HOV-lane, only
D-14 New connection and a possible traffic signal at Bear Cub Drive
D-15 Transit/HOV-only, right turn lane from eastbound I-80 off ramp to Ute Boulevard
D-16 Extend westbound to northbound right turn lane on Newpark Boulevard
D-16A Close left turns at McDonalds and Richins building to extend left turn from Ute Boulevard to
S.R. 224

