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MEMORANDUM
October 29, 2019
To:

County Council
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From: Derrick Radke, PE - Summit County Public Works Director
Re:

Bitner Ranch Road to Silver Creek Connector

The Summit County Council continues to evaluate a connecting roadway between Silver Creek
Road, and Bitner Ranch Road in order to address Health, Safety and Welfare issues for the
neighborhoods accessed by these roads and to address neighborhood connectivity and
alternative modes of transportation.
1. Health, Safety and Welfare of Area Residents
a) Provide for Improved Emergency Response
b) Provide Secondary Emergency Ingress/Egress
2. Provide Transportation Alternatives
a) Neighborhood Connectivity
b) Alternative Modes (Bike/Pedestrian)
c) Efficient Transit
The Council has reviewed four alignment options and an
additional two variations of one of the optional alignments.
At the last Work Session on , Staff recommended dropping
the Wasatch Way and the Valley Drive options. This would
leave:
1. Frontage Road from the Silver Creek
Road/Division Street Intersection along the
powerline corridor to just North of the Bitner
Ranch Headquarters.
2. Connecting road from Silver Creek Road
along a corridor through the Mountain Life
Church property west and north to Bitner
Ranch Road.
There have been four Public meetings on the options
outlined above, including the one last held September 5,
2019. The public has offered many opinions on which of the
alternatives should be chosen. Most concerns expressed
were of increased traffic on their street, or through their
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neighborhood. Other property owners expressed concerns about the impacts to farmland,
wildlife and others about how the road would impact their ability to develop in the future.
At the last Public Meeting, legal representation of the Bitner family indicated that the option titled
Bitner Alternative 2 was not supported by the Family but they may be more supportive of the
first Bitner presented alternative.
Staff is recommending the County Council continue to consider the remaining Frontage Road
and Church Street, Bitner Alternative 1 using the following criteria:
• Public Input
• Ability to acquire an appropriate width of
right of way to provide space for bike
lanes and separated trail(s) (Provide for
Alternative Transportation Modes)
• The distance from I-80 to provide best
alternative route during emergencies
• Limit the length of Bitner Ranch and
Silver Creek Roads used to minimize
costs of new road construction and longterm maintenance to the County (the
County should assume maintenance of
Bitner Ranch Road and Silver Creek
Road up to the connector)
• Allow for future transit options
• Emergency access – consider both
emergency services response time and
emergency evacuation
• Improved traffic flow opportunities
• Enhancement to SCSA3 community area
Since the last Work Session on this matter, County Manager Tom Fisher asked for an analysis
of the existing I-80 Pedestrian Underpass as Possible Emergency Egress:
•

The existing pedestrian underpass is a 10’ high by 14’ wide concrete box culvert
connected to Pace Frontage Road and Beehive Drive by an asphalt surface from each
end. The top of the box has a 1’ x 1’ chamfer in the upper corners making the effective
width of the top one foot only 12’ wide. According to Chief Paul Hewitt, “Only a couple of
our apparatus would fit a ten-foot-high opening: Ambulances and brush trucks. Engines
and ladder trucks are both over 10 feet high with the monitors and other attachments.
Apparatus vary a little in width but it’s safe to say that from mirror to mirror they are
approximately 8’6””. Thus, the underpass would only have limited use by fire apparatus.

•

Bollards are probably not the best means to insure emergency use only. Such an
installation is likely to attract dirt and water. In the wintertime, water would freeze
between the bollard and the sleeve making it impossible to dislodge. Dirt build up would
also cause a problem year-round. Manual removal would require additional time for
emergency responders. There are automatic hydraulic bollard systems, but they are
expensive and would require regular maintenance and resources. There are other
alternative ways to ensure emergency use only such as automated gates activated by
siren, or crash gates.
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•

As noted above, the existing structure would not be able to be used by all emergency
vehicles. A new structure, similar to the Wildlife Underpass at the “Triangle-Parcel”
would be the most cost-effective way to create a vehicle underpass. The cost of the
structure itself would probably be $3 to $5 Million, some of which would be road work
required to lower the existing frontage roadways to gain the height required for
normal/emergency fire apparatus.

•

The length of roadway from the Silver Creek Roundabout to Division Street in Silver
Creek Subdivision is 2.3 miles. If we built the same typical section (2-12’ lanes and 2-6’
shoulders plus separated path), I would estimate somewhere around $2.5 Million vs. the
$2.7M for the other two options. This route is mostly along existing pavement but
widening is typically more work than all new. The significant cost difference is adding the
I-80 underpass. This may or may not be something the County wants to do in the distant
future to further promote neighborhood connectivity and circulation. This added cost may
not be a detrimental factor in the long run should funding be available.

•

In my estimation, this route would be similar to the Frontage Road option as an
emergency egress just because everyone has to come all the way down to the I-80 area
to exit the neighborhood. The access for emergency response is worse than either of the
other options just because it would be quicker to get on US-40 rather than take the
round-about route to get to the same location.

Once the Council decides on the corridor they prefer, the County Engineer and his staff can
begin detailed work to optimize the alignment and other improvements in preparation for rightof-way negotiations and environmental analysis. A preliminary design of all improvements would
be appropriate to review with Council and the public. We look forward to the discussion and final
decision.
If you have any questions ahead of the Public Meeting, please contact me.
Enclosure (Presentation)
cc:

file (C:\Users\DRadke\Documents\MyDocs\Public Works\Projects 2018\Silver Creek to Bitner\cc-Public Meeting 11-06-19.doc)

P.O. Box 128 · Coalville, UT 84017
Coalville: (435) 336-3970 · Kamas: (435) 783-4351 ext. 3970 · Park City (435) 615-3970
Fax: (435) 336-0823 · Park City Fax (435) 615-0823

