Eastern Summit County Agriculture Preservation and Open Lands
Advisory Committee (ESAP) will meet
electronically, via zoom,
Thursday, April 8, 2021
6:00 p.m.
Agenda
Items may or may not be discussed in the order they are listed.
1. Public input for items not on the agenda.
2. Discussion and possible recommendation for funding of the NOI application from Summit
Land Conservancy regarding the purchase of the Sargent Property; Parcel numbers, NS-436,
CT-377-A, CT-377-A-1, CT-377-B; Craig & Jeff Sargent, Owner.
3. Discussion and possible recommendation for funding of the NOI application from Summit
Land Conservancy regarding the purchase of Boulderville Road Public Preserve & Green Burial;
Parcel numbers CD-261-A and CD-266-A; Starks Green Burial, Owner.
4. Approval of Minutes: July 9, 2020
5. Other
Please click the link below to participate in this meeting:

https://summitcountyut.zoom.us/j/95605762179?pwd=OWtrSDFxT0tTUEFLMm5mZDBpYUZVQT09

To listen by phone dial:

US: +1 669 900 9128 or +1 346 248 7799
Meeting ID: 956 0576 2179
Passcode: 603025

If you would like to submit written comments on an item, please email Ray Milliner at:
rmilliner@summitcounty.org by 12:00 pm on April 5, 2021.
Individuals with questions, comments, or needing special accommodations pursuant to the Americans with
Disabilities Act regarding this meeting may contact the Community Development Department at (435) 336-3157.
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Eastern Summit County
Agriculture Preservation and Open Space Advisory Committee (ESAP)
ELIGIBILITY AND EVALUATION GUIDELINES

Project Name: Sargent
Date: April 8, 2021
Check each box that applies:
*in order for an application to qualify, an applicant must meet 8 of the 10 criteria


1. Has the applicant followed the review procedures required for the Notice of Interest (NOI)
application?
Yes.



2. Is the property within the AP-40, HC Zone or a Municipal Agriculture Zone?
The property is zoned as Agriculture/Grazing-20, and is within the municipal boundary of
Coalville, UT.



3. Is the entire property area qualified for a “greenbelt” designation?
Yes, the property holds greenbelt designation.



4. Are farming or ranching operations present on the land?
Yes, the property has an active cattle and hay operation on it. Nearly the entire property is
grazed although cattle primarily utilize the irrigated areas and near the river. There are two
hay storage areas used for winter grazing, located on either side of the river. All surrounding
operations are similar agriculture.



5. Does the preservation of the parcel or agriculture operation help prevent or minimize
sprawling of residential development?
Yes, this property could be subdivided into five units at base density. The property owner was
offered to be bought by the large adjacent development (Woholi). The preservation of this
property will maintain the rural agricultural character of Coalville. Residential development is
increasing rapidly in the area.



6. Does the property include or protect critical watersheds, view sheds, water quality, wildlife
habitat, stream corridors, woodlands, or historic structures?
Yes. The land is part of the Weber River corridor and watershed. Protecting it from residential
development will prevent degradation to water quality from increased nutrients and
sedimentation, and protection of the wetland soils within the floodplain allows for the
continued filtering of pollutants. The property also provides wildlife habitat. The wetlands are
important breeding and stop-over grounds for migratory birds including several duck species,
great blue herons, sandhill cranes, Canadian geese, bald eagles and osprey. The property is
contiguous with other agricultural open space that allow large game to cross for access to the
river and grazing. Muskrats, Marmot, Coyote, Fox, Deer, and other animal species are
frequently observed.



7. Will the property contribute to and promote the agricultural viability and open land character
of Eastern Summit County?
Yes. The Conservancy will hold a conservation easement to protect the land in perpetuity.
This property will forever be protected agricultural open space, in keeping with the other
open land along the Weber River near Coalville. The property has been in agricultural use
since the late 1800’s and will continue to do so.



8. Will all existing water rights attached to the property at the time of application remain with
the property to maintain the agricultural use?
Yes. All water rights will remain with land and will be encumbered by conservation easement.



9. Is the property at least five (5) acres in size or located contiguous to already preserved
agricultural lands or open space or other county open space and will contribute to or enhance
the existing preserved agricultural lands and open space?
Yes. The property is 106 acres and is in fairly close proximity to three protected spaces in the
Coalville area. Judd, Gibbons/Pace, and Dog Holler. The Ercanbrack and Wright Echo
easements are also nearby, and the conservancy has significant landowner interest in the area
to complete more conservation easements.



10. Does the property serve as a buffer or screening between producing farms and ranches and
non-agricultural uses or development?
Yes. The property to the north is Camperworld, an RV park for tourism and recreation. South
of the property is additional agricultural land. The property contributes to the larger buffer of
agricultural land along the Weber river. The property to the west is the Woholi development
which is currently under construction to build golf courses and a significant amount of homes.
The Sargent property creates a buffer between this new development and the Weber River
and agricultural lands.

Summit Land Conservancy, ESAP Application, SARGENT. April 2021

page 2

Sargent Ranch
ESAP April 2021

THANK YOU
With the support of ESAP, we have been able to preserve over 2,500 acres of active
agricultural land in Summit County and along the Weber River.
Closed on Marchant Meadows & working with NRCS to place WRE Easement
Significantly more agricultural and recreational land to the Oakley river corridor.

We have new projects in the works to continue protecting this area!
Forever Protected with ESAP funding:
Marchant Meadows (2020)
White Farm (2019)
Gibbons Pace (2019)
Stephens Ranch (2019)
Ercanbrack (2017)
Siddoway Ranch and Wetlands (2015)
Pyper Tracy (2013)
Judd (2011)
With more exciting projects to come!

Sargent Background
• The Conservancy has been in communication
with the landowners for 15 years
• The landowners want the property to have
continued agricultural operation by their children
• Similar nearby Summit Land Conservancy held
easements include Judd, Gibbons/Pace, and Dog
Holler
• Deep family history of the property going back to
the late 1800’s

Zoning and Development Potential

• Zoned as AG-20
• Development Potential of
5 lots
• Adjacent Land is Wohali
development

Farming and Ranching Operations
and Water Rights

- Property has strong water rights that go way
back
- Water rights will stay with the land
- Cattle grazing continues
- Family operated in the future

Recreation

• Public walk in access for anglers
• Very close to Coalville
• Blue Ribbon Fishery

Conservation Value: Scenic viewshed
The property is open agricultural land, visible
from Coalville, I-80 and the Rail Trail

Conservation Values:
Prime farmland

53% Farmland of statewide importance (NRCS)

Conservation Values: Critical wildlife habitat
Wetland habitats have been classified as priority for conservation by the
Utah Division of Wildlife Resources due to the wide range of species that
depend on these habitat types.
•

Bluehad Sucker are present on the property. It is the
most upstream point of their distribution in the Weber
River. Listed currently as a Sensitive Species, there is
concern from DWR biologists that it will be listed under
ESA within 3-5 years.

•

Bonneville Cutthroat Trout have been the focus of
significant restoration work and are present in this Blue
Ribbon fishery

•

Sandhill Cranes Heavily utilize this section of the
Weber River

•

Great Blue Herons use the river for hunting and
nesting.

•

Mule Deer frequently graze the property and travel
through the upland portion to the river in the fawning
season.

•

American White Pelican travel the river corridor
between Echo and Rockport reservoirs.

Conservation Values:
High value wetlands, floodplains or drainage ways

Budget

Eastern Summit County
Agriculture Preservation and Open Space Advisory Committee (ESAP)
ELIGIBILITY AND EVALUATION GUIDELINES
Project Name: Public access natural sanctuary & green burial
Date: April 8, 2021
Check each box that applies:
*in order for an application to qualify, an applicant must meet 8 of the 10 criteria


1. Has the applicant followed the review procedures required for the Notice of Interest (NOI)
application?
Yes.



2. Is the property within the AP-40, HC Zone or a Municipal Agriculture Zone?
The property is zoned as Agriculture/Grazing-10, with two lots of record.



3. Is the entire property area qualified for a “greenbelt” designation?
No. The property is not currently in greenbelt.



4. Are farming or ranching operations present on the land?
No the property has been owned by developers or people with development intent for a
number of years.



5. Does the preservation of the parcel or agriculture operation help prevent or minimize
sprawling of residential development?
Yes, talks were underway to annex this and neighboring land into the City of Oakley and
develop between 15 and 27 homes.
Our project will eliminate all home sites, but there will be a structure for ceremonies.



6. Does the property include or protect critical watersheds, view sheds, water quality, wildlife
habitat, stream corridors, woodlands, or historic structures?
Yes. The land is part of the Weber River corridor and watershed. Protecting it from residential
development will prevent degradation to water quality from increased nutrients and
sedimentation, and protection of the wetland soils within the floodplain allows for the
continued filtering of pollutants. The property also provides wildlife habitat. The mature trees

on the property host extensive wildlife and the elk herd moves from this to other adjacent
properties.



7. Will the property contribute to and promote the agricultural viability and open land character
of Eastern Summit County?
Yes. The green burial sanctuary will protect the open land character of Eastern Summit
County. The land is within the proposed Weber River trail corridor and will allow for
connections between other protected open spaces and public trails.



8. Will all existing water rights attached to the property at the time of application remain with
the property to maintain the agricultural use?
Yes. All water rights will remain with land. The land will remain in its natural state. While
irrigation may happen on a limited basis in support of restoration, there will be no irrigated
lawns.



9. Is the property at least five (5) acres in size or located contiguous to already preserved
agricultural lands or open space or other county open space and will contribute to or enhance
the existing preserved agricultural lands and open space?
Yes. The property is 15 acres and is in close proximity to the Fransden Lane open space. It is
also within a brief walk of the Oakley Trailhead access into the forest service land.



10. Does the property serve as a buffer or screening between producing farms and ranches and
non-agricultural uses or development?
Yes. There are some homes in the area, but there are also neighboring farms and ranches.

Summit Land Conservancy, ESAP, Boulderville Road Sanctuary, April 2021
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dotloop signature verification: dtlp.us/08ib-y6b7-GqqE

May 2013
EASTERN SUMMIT COUNTY
AGRICULTURAL PRESERVATION AND OPEN SPACE ADVISORY COMMITTEE (ESAP)

NOTIFICATION OF INTEREST (NOI) FOR AGRICULTURAL
OR OPEN SPACE LAND PRESERVATION
Address/Location of Property:
The property is at 5175 N. 1000 E. (Boulderville Road/Pinyon Lane) in Summit County, near
Oakley.

Assessor’s Parcel Number(s) (Tax ID #): (Available from the Summit County
Assessor’s Office).
CD-261-A and CD-266-A-1
Total Acreage of Parcel(s): Two parcels total 15.34 acres
Development potential of property (# of lots) under current zoning at base density
as determined by the Summit County Development Code in affect at the time of
application (may require lot of record determination application and applicable
fees.) The property is zoned AG-10 and has two lots of record and therefore, could
support two new dwelling units at base density pursuant to Summit County zoning.
The property is within the Oakley City annexation area and in about 2019, annexation
of the property (15.3 acres) plus the adjacent 27 acres was pursued, with plans for a
subdivision.
Property Owner(s) Name and Contact Information:
Name(s): Summit Land Conservancy
Mailing Address: PO Box 1775, Park City
State: UT Zip: 84060 Phone: 435-649-9884
Authorized Representative and Contact Information:
Name(s): Cheryl Fox
Mailing Address: PO Box 1775, Park City
State: UT Zip: 84060 Phone: 435-649-9884
Agricultural or Open Space Land Values: (Explain the reasons you are interested in
preserving this property as agricultural or open space land)

This is a unique project that will permanently protect 15.3 acres within the Weber
River corridor. It will complement recent efforts by Summit County, Oakley City,
and the Summit Land Conservancy to provide for public access and trails along
the river corridor as it runs through Oakley. The project will also provide the
opportunity for natural burials within a “green” cemetery, and will be 70%
financed by a purchase from an individual funeral home business.

dotloop signature verification: dtlp.us/08ib-y6b7-GqqE

The property is for sale and was subject to a pending offer from a residential
buyer before being placed under contract with the Summit Land Conservancy this
month. The Conservancy will assign the purchase contract to Starks Funeral
Properties, LLC, Starks will purchase the land, and the Conservancy will purchase
a conservation easement from Starks.
The Starks Funeral use is consistent with protection of the property’s conservation
values; open space viewshed, outdoor public recreation, natural wildlife habitat
and the protection of water quality to the Weber River. Bodies interred in the
ground will not be embalmed, just covered in a biodegradable casket or shroud.
Soil at burial sites will be temporarily dug up and then put back in place, and the
disturbed are re-seeded with native vegetation. In comparison with cremation or
standard full-body interment in traditional cemeteries that use chemicals, plastic
caskets and concrete vaults, this green burial project will advance environmental
protection goals.
High and dry areas within the 15 acre site will be designated burial sites
connected by natural surface walking trails. There will be no headstones, but
memorial rocks or benches may be placed throughout the property, that will also
serve public recreational uses (hiking, dog walking, picnics, etc.). The property is
a short walk along Boulderville Road to the Oakley Trails Park (around the water
tower), adjacent to Forest Service Land with the Oakley Trail into the Uinta
mountains. The parcel is also across the river from the City-owned Franson Park,
and a future connection to the river and bridge to Franson Park may be possible.
This application has been prepared by Summit Land Conservancy staff and the
Conservancy will be solely responsible for all future communications with the
ESAP committee and Summit County pursuant to this application.

Owner(s) Signature: Katherine Heigl
Date Received:

03/30/2021

dotloop verified
04/01/21 10:43 AM
MDT
AIAL-UCJW-K2U9-CLPV

Date:

Boulderville Sanctuary
ESAP April 2021

Oakley River Corridor

The Property is within the Weber River corridor, as it runs through Oakley. The County granted
Oakley City $500,000 in 2017 to protect lands and provide for public trail access in this area.

Oakley River Corridor Protected Properties

Conservation Value: Public Recreation

Other Conservation Values
• Scenic Viewshed: The property is open land,
clearly visible from Boulderville Road
• Natural Wildlife Habitat: Connects river corridor
with wetlands to sagebrush uplands and
ridgetops
• Protection of Water Quality: Within the flood
plain, with wetlands and open ditch

Zoning and Development Potential

Zoned as AG-10 with
two lots of record in
Summit County, and is
within the Oakley City
annexation area.

Current Use of Property
• Open land, listed for sale in the single-family home
market
• Ten water shares included, for 17.5 acre-feet
• Many years ago, the property was used for
agriculture
• Water flowing to the open ditch was recently
diverted to the new underground Marion Pipeline

A New Conservation Use and Partnership

Transaction
The Conservancy has the
property under contract and will
assign the contract to Starks
Funeral
Starks will purchase the property
and Conservancy will buy a
conservation easement from
Starks Funeral

Budget
Boulderville Road Green Burial
Transaction Costs

15 acres

Total Transaction costs
Total Stewardship costs

$
$

19,700
38,952

Easement Purchase

$

500,000

Total Project Costs

$

558,652

$
$

250,000
275,000

$

35,000

Inflows
Funding Sources
County Funding
Community Fundraising
Private Foundations
$ 25,000
$ 10,000
total foundations
Total Funds Committeed
Annual Operation Expenses
SLC land management

$
$
$

560,000
(1,348) Funds still needed
36,250

